Life in Merthyr/the Valleys in the 1920s/30s 

	AOLE: Humanities

	4 Purpose: ambitious, capable learners who: use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse information

	WM: Enquiry, exploration and investigation inspire curiosity about the world, its past, present and future.
	DL: I can present my findings in a variety of ways, drawing conclusions and making judgements based on the evidence used.

	LO:

	Intro: 
· Pupils to look at old pictures / video which show life in the valleys during the 1920/30s.
· Pupils to note on small whiteboards what differences they can see in the videos to compare with life now.
· Ask prompting questions to stimulate prior knowledge. For example: What do you notice about how people lived in the past in the Welsh Valleys?
· How could life be different in the Valleys today compared to the past?

	Main: 
Vocabulary Check:
Introducing key vocabulary:
Valleys
Industry
Rural
Urbanization
Ensure that the pupils are aware of the vocabulary and how to use correctly.

· Provide a brief history of Merthyr, highlighting its importance during the Industrial Revolution. (videos, articles, books) links below.
· Divide the students into small groups and give them research materials (books, websites, etc.) about life in Merthyr. Perhaps groups can look into different things (e.g. children, school, revolution / jobs, why boxing?) and that one from each research station comes together to feed back at the end of the research session.
When they have all the information about the history of the Valleys, the students can create a poster comparing life in Merthyr during this time to life in Merthyr today. Encourage creativity! Ideas on how to present: on paper, canva, bookcreator, google slides...

	Plenary: 
· Each group presents their posters to the class, explaining the differences they have identified and how life has changed over time.
· Encourage feedback and discussion between peers.

	Useful links: 
· Video: Children in the 1930s
· A child’s life in the 30s compared to today
· Article: Boys Boxing In British Schools (1950s)



