Anti-Racist Reporting Procedure – The Fight

A key theme of The Fight is racism and the discrimination Cuthbert Taylor, and other black and mixed-race boxers, faced during the colour bar in the 1920s-40s.

The play does not include any racial slurs and we will not tolerate the use of any derogatory or racist terms during discussion of the play or during the Q&As with the actors. There are terms which may have been widely used during the period in which the play is set, but even when discussing racism in its historical context, it is not appropriate to use these terms today.

There are members of the company and audience who have lived experience of racism. We have a duty to everyone to ensure that the theatre is a safe place for them to work and to enjoy.

Terms we will be using:

Global Majority
Black 
Brown
White
Mixed-heritage
Mixed-race

If Theatr na nÓg staff or company members witness or hear any racist terms or behaviour we will immediately tell the child or adult that it is inappropriate and will raise the issue with the teacher in charge. Theatr na nÓg Senior Management will follow up with the relevant headteacher and will expect the school to manage the situation in line with their safeguarding policies.

Please ensure you have spoken to your class before the visit so they are prepared and aware of what behaviour and terms are appropriate. We have attached a terminology guide from Show Racism the Red Card to our resources page.

Theatr na nÓg Reporting Procedure – School Show

It is important that any inappropriate language and/or behaviour is immediately dealt with to ensure the safety of our company and other audience members. All staff and company members should challenge racist language/behaviour and not leave it to people of colour to do so.

Q&A

What to do if a child uses an inappropriate term as part of their question.

Malicious intent

If the child uses a racist term which you believe is to insult or has malicious intent:
1. The Q&A host will immediately stop the question and explain that is an inappropriate phrase to use
2. The question will not be answered
3. Depending on the response by the rest of the children, the Q&A session may be stopped immediately
4. The Q&A host will speak with the teacher in charge at the end of the session to let them know TNN Senior Management will follow up with the headteacher.

Inappropriate use

If a child uses a racist term which you believe is misguided/ignorant rather than malicious:
1. The Q&A host will explain that the language is not appropriate and rephrase the question for them in more appropriate language
2. The rephrased question will be answered by a member of the company if they so wish
3. The Q&A host will speak with the teacher in charge at the end of the session to let them know TNN Senior Management will follow up with the headteacher.

Outside of the Q&A

If you witness or hear language or behaviour which you believe to be racist during a schools’ performance please follow the below:

1. Immediately raise with the person that their behaviour/language is not appropriate and that you will inform the teacher in charge
2. Speak to the teacher in charge, describing the person and what happened, including the context of the behaviour/language
3. Note down the time, what happened and what was said. Give it to the member of TNN staff at the theatre who will pass it onto Senior Management to record. If there are multiple witnesses, all should make a separate note.
4. TNN Senior Management will contact the relevant headteacher on the day of the visit and follow up no later than two weeks following the incident to ensure the correct safeguarding procedures have been followed.
5. If the schools’ response is not sufficient, TNN will raise with the governors and local authority.

